The characters originally used to define the monotypic genus Microananteris Lourenço, 2003 are reanalyzed from the point of view of their usefulness to justify its recognition as a genus apart from Ananteris Thorell, 1891. A study of pectinal morphology conducted with Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM) in six species of Ananteris, along with the results presented by Lourenço (2003) and other authors, demonstrate that both genera cannot be separated based on the shape of the peg sensillae but demonstrate this character's (and the presence of seta-like structures) immediate usefulness at the species level instead. Such analysis of the morphological attributes of Microananteris as defined by Lourenço (2003) reveals there is no evidence in support of its validity. Therefore, Microananteris is synonymized with Ananteris and Microananteris minor Lourenço, 2003 transferred to this genus. A new species of Ananteris is also described from the Natural Reserve Palmari in the Brazilian Amazon.
Introduction
Lourenço (2003) described a new species of humicolous scorpion from French Guiana for which he created the genus Microananteris Lourenço, 2003. Among the New World buthid scorpions, Microananteris was definitely most similar to Ananteris Thorell, 1891 than to any other genus, due the absence of fulcra in the pectines, the type Beta trichobothriotaxy, the presence of 6/7 rows of granules in the pedipalp fingers, and the presence of tibial spur on legs III and IV. Lourenço (2003) separated both genera primarily based on the shape of the peg sensillae, spatula-like in Ananteris but round and bottle-like in Microananteris, and stated that the presence of seta-like structures between and around the peg sensillae of both attested for a possible phylogenetic association between them.
